Remanufacturing:
The Ultimate Form of Recycling

by Rolf Steinhilper, Head of the Fraunhofer Centers “Product Cycles”
Fraunhofer Institute IPA Stuttgart, Germany

Remanufacturing is the most efficient and effective way to save resources, whether energy or materials, of
any form of recycling. As a process it has been around for more than 60 years, restoring old products to like
new performance. By extending product life, remanufacturing saves 85% of the energy that went into

manufacturing the original product. The days of throw-away and single-use products are a thing of the past.

The purpose of this book is to promote the concept of remanufacturing as the ultimate form of recycling to all
sectors of the general population: from business owners to politicians to economists to futurists to
policymakers, and ultimately, to consumers. The emphasis of this text is automotive parts remanufacturing;
however, most other remanufacturing industries are also highlighted. There are more than 100 color pictures in
this 108-page book.
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